The blood supply of vagus nerve in the human: its implication in carotid endarterectomy, thyroidectomy and carotid arch aneurectomy.
The human vagus nerve is supplied by a distinct vagal artery and vein. The artery, which lies on the anterior aspect of the nerve, is reinforced by many small arterioles along its course. These small vessels often lie in the surgical fields in carotid endarterectomy, thyroidectomy and aortic arch aneurectomy. Damage to these vessels may damage the vagus nerve and account for inexplicable cases of vagal palsy following the above surgical procedures.